The Twelve Days of Christmas

for SATB Chorus and Piano
Duration: 3:50

Also available for:

SAB Chorus and Piano Old English Song

Arranged by Michael Pratt, ASCAP
Moderato J: 76
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16 The Twelve Days of Christmas

About The Twelve Days of Christmas

The twelve days of Christmas occur after Christmas between the birth of Christ and the
arrival of the Three Wise Men.

There are two schools of thought on the origins of the song. One school says the song

came from the time when early Christians were persecuted and the song was meant to

teach and preserve the basic tenets of the faith, a so called "catechism song". The partridge
in a pear tree is Christ, two turtle doves are the old and new testaments, three French hens
are the virtues Faith, Hope, and Charity, four calling birds are the four gospels, five golden
rings are the first five books of the bible, the "Pentatuch"”, six geese a laying are the six days
of creation, seven swans a swimming are the seven sacraments, eight maids a milking are
the eight beatitudes, nine ladies dancing are the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit, ten lords a
leaping are the ten commandments, eleven pipers piping are the eleven faithful apostles,

and the twelve drummers drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle's Creed.

The second school of thought says this is all an urban myth and the song is what most people
take it to be: a secular song that celebrates the Christmas season with imagery of gifts and
dancing and music (probably with origins as a children's counting song). Either way it is an
old English Christmas song.
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