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About Music from 2001: A Space Odyssey

The popular movie by Stanley Kubrick and Sir Arthur C. Clark featured some of the best beloved 

classical music in the world. The opening scene of discovery by the apes was the stunning fanfare

from the beginning of the tone poem by Richard Strauss, Also Sprach Zarathustra. 

Later in the movie, as we approach the ever-spinning space station, the music is the most popular 

waltz of the Waltz King, Johann Strauss Jr. (no relation), The Beautiful Blue Danube Waltz.

About Michael Pratt

Michael Pratt studied composition with Pulitzer Prize winning composers Ross Lee Finney and 

Leslie Bassett at The University of Michigan.  He has taught music in the public schools for many 

years in Michigan.

He has sung with The Toledo Choral Society, Toledo Symphony Chorale, Opera!Lenawee, and The 

University Musical Society Choral Union of The University of Michigan with whom he has performed 

with The Detroit Symphony Orchestra, The San Francisco Symphony, The Russian National Orchestra, 

The Ann Arbor Symphony, The Lansing Symphony, The Grand Rapids Symphony, The Toledo 

Symphony, The Birmingham, Symphony, The Gabrieli Consort, and The Tallis Scholars.

He has played tuba with The Toledo Symphony, Toledo Concert Band, Toledo Opera, University of 

Toledo Faculty Brass Quintet, Adrian Chamber Brass, Adrian College Faculty Brass Quintet, and 

since 1981 with the Adrian Symphony Orchestra.


