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About Deck the Halls

This secular carol is of Welsh origin, but its age is unknown. It was popular in the eighteenth century and appeared in aviolin and
piano duet by Mozart. The repeated "falalalala' was a popular feature of medieval ballads and madrigals. "Decking the halls with
boughs of holly" is an ancient custom several thousand years old. The ancient Romans, Greeks, and Druids all decorated their
homes with this plant. The Druids of pre-Roman Britain believed that holly was a sacred tree that was never deserted by the sun.
That belief stemmed from the fact that holly growing in a deciduous forest remained green all winter long. The Romans considered
holly to be a symbol of good will and sent wreaths of it to newlyweds as a token of good wishes and congratulations.
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About Michael Pratt

Michael Pratt studied composition with Pulitzer Prize winning composers Ross Lee Finney and Leslie Bassett at The University of
Michigan. He has taught music in the public schools for many yearsin Michigan. He has sung with The Toledo Choral Society,
Toledo Symphony Chorale, Operal Lenawee, and The University Musical Society Choral Union of The University of Michigan with
whom he has performed with The Detroit Symphony Orchestra, The San Francisco Symphony, The Russian National Orchestra,
The Ann Arbor Symphony, The Lansing Symphony, The Grand Rapids Symphony, The Toledo Symphony, The Birmingham,
Symphony, The Gabrieli Consort, and The Tallis Scholars. He has played tuba with The Toledo Symphony, Toledo Concert Band,
Toledo Opera, University of Toledo Faculty Brass Quintet, Adrian Chamber Brass, Adrian College Faculty Brass Quintet, and
since 1981 with the Adrian Symphony Orchestra.



