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8 Sounds of Sousa

About Sounds of Sousa

John Philip Sousa was a prolific composer who wrote many songs and operettas, but he is most 
famous for his marches for band, which gives him his name as the "March King". Some of his 
most famous marches were written when he was the band director of the Marine Band in 
Washington D.C., the "President's Own Band". These include The Thunderer (1889), The High 
School Cadets (1890), and the famous "The Stars and Stripes Forever" (1896).

About Michael Pratt

Michael Pratt studied composition with Pulitzer Prize winning composers Ross Lee Finney and 
Leslie Bassett at The University of Michigan.  He has taught music in the public schools for many 
years in Michigan.

He has sung with The Toledo Choral Society, Toledo Symphony Chorale, Opera!Lenawee, and The 
University Musical Society Choral Union of The University of Michigan with whom he has performed 
with The Detroit Symphony Orchestra, The San Francisco Symphony, The Russian National Orchestra, 
The Ann Arbor Symphony, The Lansing Symphony, The Grand Rapids Symphony, The Toledo 
Symphony, The Birmingham, Symphony, The Gabrieli Consort, and The Tallis Scholars.

He has played tuba with The Toledo Symphony, Toledo Concert Band, Toledo Opera, University of 
Toledo Faculty Brass Quintet, Adrian Chamber Brass, Adrian College Faculty Brass Quintet, and 
since 1981 with the Adrian Symphony Orchestra.


