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About The First Noel

Noel (from the Latin Natalis, meaning birth or birthday) is an old French word  and was originally shouted or sung to commemorate 
the birth of Christ. Telling the story of the first Christmas, or The First Noel, the song is thought to date from as early as the 13th or 
14th century when Miracle plays (dramatizations of favorite Bible stories for special holidays) were very popular.
While the tune is very old, originally either French or English, the words were first published in 1833 by William Sandys in his 
edition of Christmas Carols, Ancient and Modern.

About Michael Pratt

Michael Pratt studied composition with Pulitzer Prize winning composers Ross Lee Finney and Leslie Bassett at The University of 
Michigan.  He has taught music in the public schools for many years in Michigan. He has sung with The Toledo Choral Society, Toledo 
Symphony Chorale, Opera!Lenawee, and The University Musical Society Choral Union of The University of Michigan with whom he 
has performed with The Detroit Symphony Orchestra, The San Francisco Symphony, The Russian National Orchestra, The Ann Arbor 
Symphony, The Lansing Symphony, The Grand Rapids Symphony, The Toledo Symphony, The Birmingham, Symphony, The Gabrieli 
Consort, and The Tallis Scholars. He has played tuba with The Toledo Symphony, Toledo Concert Band, Toledo Opera,  University of 
Toledo Faculty Brass Quintet, Adrian Chamber Brass, Adrian College Faculty  Brass Quintet, and since 1981 with the Adrian Symphony 
Orchestra.


